Funding Georgia’'s Schools: An Overview
How to Use This Communication Kit:

Our members have indicated that education finance is a critical issue and that they are
often asked to present information on the topic. In response, the Georgia School Boards
Association developed this resource to assist those who may be asked to present short, basic
presentations on how public schools are funded in Georgia. This presentation is not infended to
give an in-depth training on the subject matter. The presenter is encouraged to customize the
presentation with local information.

Included in the kit are:

» A PowerPoint presentation on a CD - The PowerPoint presentation is complete with falking
points. (To see the talking points, select "Notes Page” under the "View" menu.) The presenta-
tion is meant to be customized with local funding information. There are slides at the back of
the presentation ready for local budget information. The presentation was designed to be an
overview of the topic - about a 45-minute to an hour-long session,

* A Hard Copy of the PowerPoint Presentation

* A Brochure Template - The brochure tfemplate has "Funding Facts” of a statewide nature on
one side and can be customized with local budget information on the inside. The presenter may
wish to include local funding challenges, or talk about how the budget supports student
achievement. A pdf file of the brochure is included on the CD. Simply "paste” local information
on the inside and make copies.

» A Handout on Weights for FTE Funding Formulas - This handout shows the different weights
for a few different programs.

How the Kit Was Developed:

GSBA gratefully acknowledges the following individuals who reviewed material for this
project and/or provided information:
- Tony Arasi, Director of Professional Development, Georgia School Boards Association
* Tom Dickson, Georgia Representative and former superintendent
- Herb Garrett, Executive Director, Georgia School Superintendents Association (6SSA)
- Sis Henry, Executive Director, Georgia School Boards Association
» Pat Holloway, former Public Relations Director, Whitfield County Schools
- Laura Reilly, Director of Communications, Georgia School Boards Association
- Don Rooks, Legislative Specialist, Georgia School Boards Association
- Jeff Weiler, Chief Financial Officer, Gwinnett County Public Schools
- Jeffrey Williams, Research Director, Georgia School Superintendents Association
» Jim Willis, Professional Development Specialist, Georgia School Boards Association

Special Note: Herb Garrett and Jeffrey Williams of 655A, and members of the GSBA staff
are on hand to assist if you need help gathering data on your local system. You can reach GSSA
at (404) 651-0940. GSBA can be reached at (770) 962-2985 or (B00) 226-1856.
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